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Until recently, few Americans –even in reformed circles- had heard of the Dutch theologian Herman Bavinck (1854-1921). With the publication of a beautiful translation of his four-volume masterpiece Reformed Dogmatics a few years ago, this colossal theologian is starting to gain greater reputation and
greater attention in English-speaking theology. (A short biography can be found here.) This past January I embarked on a Saturday reading plan for the Dogmatics. Now, about halfway through the fourth volume and on the way to completing the set in late December, I can safely say that this is one of the
best decisions I've ever made in my theological life. Bavinck's achievement in dogmatics is nothing short of jaw dropping. The expansive, nuanced and deeply trinational theological vision is both intellectually challenging and spiritually nutritious. I plan to resort to these volumes regularly in the coming
years. I would like to offer up to six reasons that you should consider collecting dogmatics and working through themselves. 1. Eminently biblical. Obviously, the preeminent mark of any work of dogmatics aspiring to the Christian name is its biblical character. Bavinck is second to none in this regard. Each
and every one of the subjects are developed for the first time in accordance with the relevant biblical materials. Bavinck is not limited to proof of texts, but enters into complex philological debates, questions of historical context and the redemptive-historical development of an idea as developed through
wills. In many cases, I was surprised by his nuanced discussions of much-debated topics in the current scholarship, such as the nature of God's righteousness or the scatological nature of god's kingdom. He anticipated these 20th-century developments in at least 75 years. 2. Historically grounded.
Bavinck appreciated the importance of addressing the history of theology when formulating doctrine for the current age. As a result, each section functions as an intensive course in the history of the development of doctrine. After a discussion of biblical material, Bavinck proceeds to examine the pathistic
developments of both the East and the West, medieval sources, reform debates (Protestants and Catholics), and modern Protestant liberalism. All major debates are covered, and detailed arguments for various historical positions unfold in length. While there have been some correctives in historical
theology of the late 20th century, dogmatics are still worth consulting with students interested in more than contemporary perspectives. 3. Broadly Catholic. Despite his clear reformed emphasis, Bavinck's theology is broadly Catholic in the best sense of the term. It is well at tune with the riches that will be
discovered through the wider Christian heritage. In fact, Augustine and they seem to have more play in their doctrine of God than Calvin, Luther, or even later post-reform sources. 4. Irenica controversy. Average price per night it involves long and charitable exhibitions of views that it wants to dispute –
Romans, Lutherans, remonstrants, Socinians- so that, on the other hand, it can better develop the unique strength and nuance of the reformed position. Bavinck writes with a generous spirit that makes him slow to throw anatemas. 5. Philosophically sophisticated. In the Dogmatics Bavinck offers
philosophical views on all levels on a wide range of topics. In this sense it's like Barth, but about 30 years ahead of the curve. The first volume of prolegomena deals widely with epistemological topics, in various places anticipating contemporary developments. And Bavinck's development of the
relationship between nature and grace along covenantal lines (in contrast to the Roman Catholic donum superadditum) is a largely unravelling reservoir for those tempted toward radical orthodoxy or the 20th-century Nouvelle Theologie. 6. Theology reformed as a tradition. Bavinck was well aware of his
position as a theologian located within a particular tradition. As such, reading his exhibitions of the reformed approach to a given problem begins to give the reformed theological student, especially a beginner like me, a greater appreciation for tradition as a tradition. It is a conversation between
theologians with shared convictions and basic questions, but with important differences, nuances and variations. One of the most memorable cases comes when Bavinck quite clearly, but gently, accuses Jonathan Edwards of inadvertently giving pelagian revisionists in their own theological controversies.
Worth the time and effort because of the time commitment needed to read these volumes, I would recommend putting a reading plan in place. I made a plan at the beginning of the year to read at least 30 pages every Saturday, or up to one chapter a week. Many want to break it into five-page pieces a
day. In any case, reading plans help turn large books into smaller book collections. Finally, you may be worried that you are theologically above your pay note; even brief descriptions of his strengths can attack as intimidating. I'll admit it, bavinck isn't for the beginner. But for all who consider themselves
students of theology - undoubtedly seminarians and Bible students - you should be prepared to challenge yourself regularly. Effort to read above your current level of understanding is one of the only ways to grow. And Bavinck is a wise, thorough, surprisingly accessible teacher, even if he engages at the
highest levels. For those not yet convinced, collect this abbreviated edition, from a volume of dogmatics that is much more accessible. For those looking for more resources, hermanbavinck.org is a treasure trove of links to free Bavinck articles and useful secondary literature. In With the Dutch Reformed
Translation Society, Baker Academic is proud to offer herman Bavinck's four volumes in English for the first time??'s complete refurbished This masterpiece will appeal not only to scholars, students, pastors and laymen interested in reformed theology, but also to research and theology libraries.-
EditorHerman Bavinck has often been unfairly overshadowed by Abraham Kuyper, especially in the English-speaking world. The lack of service in English from his coronation work, Gereformeerde Dogmatiek, has been a particularly significant shortfall. Bavinck's breadth, thoroughness, rigour, ecumenical
interests and spiritual fervour are clearly exhibited in this careful and readable translation. It is a splendid gift to theological studies and will contribute to redress the oblivion of this faithful servant of Christ and his church. --Stephen R. Spencer, Wheaton CollegeA welcome addition to Bavinck's works in
English. --Donald G. Bloesch, Emeritus Professor of Theology, Theological Seminary of the University of DubuqueQuin wonderful gift to the English-speaking theological world! The themes explored by Bavinck remain of the utmost importance, and he addresses them here in a theological voice that is
surprisingly fresh. I pray that the appearance of this volume signals the beginnings of a Revival of Bavinck! -Richard J. Mouw, president of the Fuller Theological SeminaryFinally Bavinck is available for the English-speaking world. The Dutch version has been a constant stimulus for students, pastors, and
other interested Christians. It has shaped generations of theologians and helped them to preach, think and act on a fresh and reformed basis. The strength of Bavinck's dogmatics is that he is neither conservative nor progressive, but his biblical character makes him constantly up-to-date. Baker and the
Dutch Society for Reformed Translation deserve praise for this project, from which the church and theology will undoubtedly benefit over the next few years. --Herman Selderhuis, Theologische Universiteit AppeldoornBavinck is one of the most important reformed theologians, but so far much of his
magnum opus has not been accessible to English-language readers. We owe a great debt of gratitude to those who have made the treasures of Bavinck's thinking available to a new world of cherished audiences. --Donald K. McKim, editor, Encyclopedia of the Reformed FaithBavinck's Reformed
Dogmatics has been the source of reformed theology for the past hundred years. It is by far the deepest and most complete reformed systematic theology of the 20th century. The reader will be ahead of Bavinck's erudition, creativity and balance. Bavinck is confessionally orthodox, but recognizes the
need to rethink traditional scripture formulations in the context of contemporary discussion. I hope these volumes will have a large number of readers and will bring a lot of theological and spiritual fruit. --John M. Frame, Professor of Systematic Theology and Philosophy, Reformed Theological
SeminarThese is one of those seminal works that embodies a significant part of the reformed theological heritage. We should all to view this material finally available in English! --Samuel T. Logan Jr., Theological Seminary of WestminsterBavinck's Reformed Dogmatics remains the standard of modern
Orthodox dogmatics in reformed tradition. Not only does it encompass content, it also shows everywhere a deep insight into the basic problems that reformed theology must face and a deep sensitivity to modern culture. The combination of both made his work famous, and studying his work is fruitful also
for a new generation. --Cornelis van der Kooi, Free University of AmsterdamMalgrate all the important contributions dutch Calvinists have made to American Protestantism, Herman Bavinck remains a dark figure, lagging behind the influential Abraham Kuyper. With the translation and repayment of
Bavinck's Reformed Dogmatics, this unfortunate situation should change for the better. These four volumes demonstrate the importance and mastery of Bavinck's own contribution to reformed theology, while also provided a useful and striking point of comparison with the best-known reformed dogmatic of
the 20th century, that of Karl Barth. At a time when the scholastic natu-Publisher natu-Publisher
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